
Maungaraki School

Attendance Policy

The Education and Training Act 2020 requires that all children six years old and over must
attend school. Parents and schools have an obligation to ensure children are attending
school regularly. Good attendance has a direct impact on the quality of students' learning
and their experiences at school.

Under sections 36 and 48 of the Act, every school board must take all reasonable steps to
make sure students attend school when it is open. The Maungaraki School Board will
support Maungaraki School to actively monitor attendance and provide support when
issues arise.

The Principal shall

● create an environment in which good attendance and punctuality are the norm and
are valued by the School, taking proactive steps to ensure student attendance is
maximised

● report to the Board at least twice a year providing a full attendance analysis, issues
identified, a review of supporting activities in place and any suggestions required to
address identified issues

● develop protocols for the recording of student attendance/absences and on the
steps which the School will take in order to maximise student attendance

● follow Ministry best practice guidelines for the recording of student attendance in
the School’s Student Management System. The protocols will include an outline of
which kinds of absence the Principal will accept as ‘justified’, together with the steps
to be taken in the case of ‘unjustified’ absences

● maintain an effective means of communication with parents, pupils, staff and MoE /
governing bodies / support services on all school attendance matters, by developing
and implementing procedures for identifying, reporting and reviewing cases of poor
attendance and persistent lateness

● implement a strategy to inform parents/caregivers and the community-at-large
about the School’s policy on attendance/absences, focusing on the importance and
impact of attendance and punctuality as part of a child's education.

Resources:

● Education and Training Act 2020

● Ministry of Education: Legal responsibilities and national guidelines for schools on
attendance
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https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2020/0038/latest/LMS170676.html
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/managing-and-supporting-students/managing-student-attendance/legal-responsibilities/
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/managing-and-supporting-students/managing-student-attendance/legal-responsibilities/

