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Chinese whispers 
Have you ever played a game called Chinese Whispers where the 
first player whispers a sentence to the next player? Each player 
then whispers what they  think they  heard to the next  player.  The 
last  player announces the sentence out loud. Usually  little errors 
begin to creep in each time the sentence is repeated so the final 
sentence is very different from the original, often hilariously so. 
The name Chinese Whispers is sometimes used as a metaphor 
for the inaccuracies that occur as rumours or gossip are spread.
The most famous example (which may  or may  not  be true!) of  a 
message becoming ridiculously  wrong is from World War One 
when a General is supposed to have sent the urgent message: 
Send reinforcements, we're going to advance. After passing along 
the various signals transmitters the original message became: 
Send three and fourpence, we're going to a dance.
Sometimes incorrect information becomes embedded like the 
belief  that the Eskimo language has hundreds of  words for ÔsnowÕ. 
The facts are rather different. There are, for a start, many  Eskimo 
languages from Siberia to Greenland to Canada and Alaska.  In 
1911, an anthropologist gave four examples of  the way  Eskimos 
can talk about snow Ð snow on the ground, falling snow, drifting 
snow and snow drift. Just four words.
By  1940 the four words were being talked about as seven; in 1978 
a playwright claimed there were 50;  in 1984 a journalist claimed 
100. Nowadays most people believe there are about 200 different 
Eskimo words for snow. Even in a snowy Arctic environment,  thatÕs 
a lot of words for the same thing!
Generally  such misinformation does not matter very  much. We are 
all familiar with the news media breathlessly  announcing a disaster 
or scandal which later turns out to be much less dramatic or not 
even true. This is usually  harmless but in the case of  a natural 
disaster like a tsunami it is vital that the message is accurate so 

that  we all act on it  instead of  thinking it will just be another false 
alarm.
Modern communications like blogs and Twitters can spread 
misinformation very  quickly, as can gossip.  This is where real 
harm can be done.  Gossip can be harmful to individuals creating 
mistrust and depression.  Gossip can destroy friendships. 
Any  event - an accident, a crime or even an incident at a party  - 
can generate a huge variety  of  versions of  what actually  occurred 
from those who witnesses or participated in it.  And as time goes 
on, even further mistakes occur in stories about the event, either 
deliberately  or by  accident. ItÕs a human tendency  to exaggerate 
and make a more exciting story to entertain our listeners.
We love to hear and tell stories about other people and what they 
do.  ThatÕs part of  how we build healthy  communities by  learning 
what  is acceptable and unacceptable behaviour.  If  people are 
talking about  good things others do, we see that  as a good 
example for us to follow.
As in everything, however, there are a few simple RULES.  First of 
all, check the facts.  Second,  if  it all sounds too good or too bad to 
be true, it  probably  isnÕt true.  And, third, try  to follow the old rule 
that if you have nothing nice to say, stay quiet.
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Combined Schools Speech Competition 
The judges commented on the high standard of speeches that were delivered at our speech competition this year.  A special thank you to 
the children for practicing their speeches, it made a significant difference to their delivery.  We would also like to thank our teachers and 
parents for their efforts with helping the children to get ready to present their speeches.  It was a real pleasure to listen to such an array of 
different topics. 
Congratulations to the following children who received a place:

Year 3 & 4! ! ! ! ! School:  ! ! ! ! Topic:

1st Place:  Emily Mingins! ! ! ! Maungaraki School !! ! Why Homework Should Be Banned!

2nd Place:  Cayden Larson! ! ! ! Normandale School!! ! Why Ads Should Be Banned from TV

3rd Place:  Georgina Dodge! ! ! ! Maungaraki School! ! ! Waste Not - Want Not

Year 5 & 6

1st Place:  Anishka Kunanayagam! ! ! Maungaraki School! ! ! Smoking Should Be Banned

2nd Place:  Angus Phillips! ! ! ! Normandale School!! ! All Families Need Pets

3rd Place:  Holly Robertson! ! ! ! Maungaraki School! ! ! Being A Twin Is The Best!

Year 7 & 8

1st Place:   Alex Smisek! ! ! ! Wilford School! ! ! GST! !

2nd Place:  Luke Fowler! ! ! ! Wilford School! ! ! Oil Spill in the USA! !

3rd Place:  Victor Ferreira! ! ! ! Maungaraki School! ! ! Stop Whaling! ! !
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EXCERPT FROM HUTT NEWS, 8 JUNE 2010
The EnviroTeam Come Up Trumps

Our Enviroteam are going strong and because of their passion 
are really making a difference.

Council Envirohouse Meeting
As per the article on the left of this page,  the Enviroteam and 
five R10 students attended the Council meeting in support of 
the Envirohouse on 1 June 2010, 5.30pm at the Council 
Chambers.  The outcome, the council passed the paper to say 
the old care-takers house would become an Envirohouse - 
well done!

Compost
Jackson / Josh and Jess are assisting Mr Marsh with the 
construction of the compost bin.  A special thanks to Joshua 
Teddyʼs Mum for sourcing some cheap wood for building the 
gardens.

Web Design Blog
Jhansi, Mack, Jack F have been working with Miss Evans at 
lunchtimes to get a blog online.  Photos and childrenʼs writing 
will be uploaded - watch this space!

Worm Farm
The picture (below) was taken of the Enviroteam preparing the 
worm farms (which were kindly provided by the Home and 
School Committee).
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The Cross Country 
Written By:  Jake Chadwick, Nikki Scoble, Emily Mingins, Tara-Leigh Hollis, Conor McIntyre, 
Jack Standish and Daniel

On Tuesday 1st June 2010 the Western Zone Cross Country took place at Sladden Park. This is 
Petoneʼs soccer training ground that Jake, Daniel and Conor train at. Kelson, Normandale, 
Korokoro, Belmont, Maranatha Christian and Maungaraki Schools all attended.

First the Year 4 girls got called up.  It was scary at the start.  We all walked up to the start line and 
Mr Leamy said “When I blow the whistle you can go.” He blew the whistle and we all sprinted off. 
The crowd was cheering for different schools.

We were running as fast as we could, half way through we started to run out of steam and got 
slower.  But then our energy came back and we sprinted over the top of the hill and towards the 
finish line.  Rashika came 4th, Tara-Leigh came 6th, Nikki came 16th, and Emily came 17th.  Jhansi 
came 18th and Georgina came 20th. 
The Year 4 Boys went up.  It was spitting with rain. At the starting line Mr Leamy said “Ready, set, 
go!” Everyone shot like a bullet up the steep hill and down the other side. I had a friend at 
Normandale School called Dylan and he was racing against me. He was always just in front of me 
during the race.  

Half way through the race two Kelson boys were just in front of me also.  I was close to the hill 
when I sprinted past them, I was now just behind Dylan.  I kept sprinting towards the finish line.  I 
came 18th and Dylan came 17th.

After our race all the Maungaraki School children got to drink hot chocolate. Overall we were proud 
of our school and ourselves. We had 3 x Y4s,  6 x Y5s, 4 x Y6s come in the top 10.
GO MAUNGARAKI!

Western Zone  (InterZone) Cross Country - Monday 14 June 2010
Finally after a few cancellations (due to bad weather), the Interzone Cross Country was run on 
Monday.  Thank you to all the parents who assisted with transport.  Hannah Shaw and Jayme 
Maxwell will also be representing our zone at the Wellington Cross Country Event in Waikanae on 
Tuesday 29 June. 
Also congratulations to the following children who represented Maungaraki School:  Rashika 
Kunanayagam; Tara Leigh Hollis;  Charlotte Smith; Jasmine Walker; Daniel Henderson; Jack 
Moran; Jared Taylor; Jack Francis; Liam McGarry; Sam Whitaker-Barnett and William Foster.

Western Zone Cross Country 
Our students are most definitely getting fitter as was seen by the schoolʼs best placings 
ever in the Western zone Cross Country held recently at Sladden Park.  The following 
students represented the Western Zone at the Interzone event at Richard Prowse Park 
on 8th June.  

Congratulations to: 
Year 4
Rashika Kunanayagam (4th place)     and  Tara Leigh Hollis (6th place)
Daniel Henderson (7th place)

Year 5
Hannah Shaw (2nd place)   and  Jayme Maxwell (4th place)  
Jack Moran  (2nd place)   and  Jared Taylor (5th place) 
Jack Francis (8th place)   and Liam McGarry(10th place)

Year 6
Charlotte Smith (3rd place)   and Jasmine Walker (10th place)
Sam Whitaker-Barnett (5th place)  and  William Foster (10th place) 

Team Placings:
Y6 Girls Ð Belmont 1st, Maungaraki 2nd, Maranatha 3rd

Y6 Boys Ð Belmont 1st, Normandale 2nd, Kelson 3rd

Y5 Girls Ð Maungaraki 1st, Belmont 2nd, Kelson 3rd

Y5 Boys Ð Maungaraki 1st, Kelson 2nd, Belmont 3rd

Y4 Girls - Belmont 1st, Kelson 2nd, Maungaraki 3rd

Y4 Boys Ð Belmont 1st, Kelson 2nd, Korokoro 3rd

CROSS COUNTRY


